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bondmaid Hsiu Hsiu and Tsui Ning the jade carver," KUO Li
answered. "They invited me to a feast and begged me not to tell
Your Highness about them."
Thereupon the Prince commanded die prefect of Linan to have
Tsui Ning and Hsiu Hsiu arrested. The prefect obeyed and sent
an official note to the prefect of Tanchow. In due time Tsui Ning
and Hsiu Hsiu were returned to the Prince. Thereupon, the Prince
went into his great hall to confront the fugitives. Now when the
Prince was in the wars against the barbarians he carried in his
right hand a sword called Great Blacky and in his left hand a
sword called Little Blacky and many were the barbarians who
had perished under those swords. The swords were now hanging
on the wall. At the sight of Tsui Ning and Hsiu Hsiu the Prince
became very angry. With his left hand he took Little Blacky down
from the wall and with his right he unsheathed it. His eyes were
opened wide as when he slaughtered the barbarians, and he gritted
his teeth so that the grinding sound they made echoed in the
great hall.
Luckily for Tsui Ning and Hsiu Hsiu, the Princess was at the
moment standing behind the screen. "Your Highness," she said
from behind the screen, "you mustn't kill them! For we are now
living under the shadow of the Emperor's carriage, not on the
frontier. The two should be sent to the prefect's yamen and pun-
ished according to law." "They deserve death for escaping to-
gether," the Prince said, "but since you intercede for them, let
Hsiu Hsiu be taken to the garden in the back and Tsui Ning
sent to the prefect's yamen."
At the trial Tsui Ning confessed the true circumstances, and
when the Prince found that he had not been the instigator of
their escape, he did not insist on the extreme punishment. Tsui
Ning was sentenced to exile at Chienkangfu.
Tsui Ning and his guard had just gone out of the North Gate
when they noticed a sedan chair following them. Then Tsui* Ning
heard the voice of Hsiu Hsiu calling to him, saying, "Master
Tsui, wait a while for me!" He wondered what Hsiu Hsiu was up
to but like "a bird that has had experience with the bow," he did